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XII. An Account of a remarkable Tide at 
Briftol : In a Letter to the Rev. Thomas 
Birch, D. D* Secret. R. S. from the Rev. 
Jofiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Glou- 
cefter. 

Read Feb. 23, ^^x jj Saturday the 1 ith inftant, when 
17 4 * V^/ *h e tide had hardly begun to flow, 
according to it's regular courfe, it was obferved, by 
the water-bailif of the city, and by feveral others, 
both on the back, and at the key, to rife very fud- 
denly to almoft high- water mark 5 and it fo continu- 
ed for near half an hour : then it funk, almoft in- 
ftantaneoufly, three feet perpendicular : after that, it 
began to flow in again, and kept flowing on till one 
of the clock, and rofe to the height it was expedted 
to do. 

At Rownham Paildgc, a, milo Mow the city, the 

ferry-men obferved the tide to ebb almoft inftanta- 
neoufly, and to fink at leaft four feet perpendicular. 
Then it flowed in again, as it fhould have regularly 
done. 

Ar King- Road, which is about three miles below 
the city, the officers obferved the king's boat to float 
fuddenly, which they attributed to a great frefh com- 
ming. But they found afterwards the boat prefently 
aground. 

I could get no intelligence of any thing obfervable, 
that happened in the river Severn, excepting that at 
Gloucefter, and at Worcefter, the inundation funk 

very 
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very fall on that day. But moil: undoubtedly the 
ftrong rapid tide of the Severn muft have been af* 
ictXcd in a very remarkable manner, had there been 
any curious perfons to take notice of it. 
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XI I L A Letter containing fome Experiments 
in EleElrkity, to Mr. Benjamin Wilfon, 
F. R. S. from Mr. Torbern Bergman, of 
Upfal, in Sweden. 

Ampliffime atque celeberrime domine, 

Read Feb, 23, l ^ Xperimentorum circa corporum ad- 
17 4# JlLj fridum jam ea funt commemoran- 
da, quae cum ferico inftitui 5 cujus vis ele&rica, etfi a 
domino Gray dudum inventa, tamen hucufque parum 
fuit explorata. Pulchra funt quae? adtulit dominus 
Symmers fed non futiicientia. vie vero longa narra- 
tione variorum tentaminum eharta impleatur ; palma* 
ria tantUm, et e quibus reliqua intelligi poflunt, adfe- 
ram. Nova ligamenta fericea, unum circiter polii- 
cem geometricum Suecanum lata, adhibui. Alterum 
eXtremitatibus fixum et berie tenfum, quod in pof- 
terum fricatum voco, alterum vero tenfricans mani- 
bus, quantum fatis, expando* fuper eodem fpatio 
fricati pluries duco reducoque perpendiculariter ad 
ejus longitudinem. Hanc operationem tranfverfam 
adpello : earn vero qua idem fpatium fricantis ducitur 
antrorfum retrorfumque, fuper tota longitudine fricati, 

fecundum longitudinem fieri dico. 
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